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FREE PUBLICATION
Recycle—Share With Your Neighbors
Please Patronize Our Advertisers
A Publication of

The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
www.woodlawnneighborhood.org

Where’s The Newsletter?
In the months of April and May a FREE copy of
The Woodlawn Connection will be available at
the following locations:
Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
Blue Ribbon Restaurant
Calvary Tabernacle Church
Collision Experts
Dolce Vita
Ernie D’s
Fantastic Sam’s
Gallo’s Florist
Gaylord’s
G & M Auto
Grasso’s Barber Shop
Griswold Funeral Home
Hibernians
King Cork
Kingsway Community
Lyle’s Hogies
Marotta Pizza

Maurice’s Sandwich Shop
Mings
Mohawk Progressive FCU
Plaines
Roc’s Hairstyling
St Paul the Apostle Church
Stanford United Methodist
Church
Starbucks
Steve’s Barber Shop
Subway Shop
Sun Fungs
Sunoco Food/Gas Mart
Uncle Sam’s Candy
Woodlawn Hardware
Woodlawn Library
Woodlawn Reformed Church

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”
1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!

FREE Color Days
FREE Estimates
FREE Pickup & Delivery

(518) 377-1700
www.capitalandmmp.com
Commerce Plaza
1702 Chrisler Ave.
Schenectady, NY 12303

• FULL COLOR PRINTING
• COMPLETE GRAPHIC DESIGN
• NOTARY PUBLIC
• SOCIAL INVITATIONS
• LAMINATING
• CUSTOM PHOTO CALENDARS

• DIGITAL COPYING
• FAX SERVICES
• PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
• BINDERY SERVICES
• BUSINESS CARDS

...And More By The Minute!
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel

A Message From Neighborhood Association President:

Hello again from Woodlawn West.
Glad to see that spring is here. This has been a terrible winter. In particular, the weather has wreaked havoc with our roads. I haven’t seen
this many pot holes (craters) in years. I believe that the worse Woodlawn pot holes are in the Western section with Dartmouth St between
Albany St and State Street being the worse. Let’s hope that the city
gets after this situation soon with the warmer weather arriving.

May 17 & 18

Our Annual Woodlawn Garage Sale, is scheduled for the weekend of May
17 & 18. Last year was one of our largest events ever with nearly 200 homes

Our Mayor, Gary McCarthy, attended our last neighborhood association meeting. His message was one of promoting the positive things
going on in Schenectady – emphasizing the efforts associated with
selling vacant properties. Of course, he was presented with our gripes
and common concerns but I thought the Mayor handled himself very
well. We all know that Schenectady has flat or falling revenues and
increased expenses. This combined with the number of issues such as
the foreclosed/vacant homes tends to stress department budgets and
staff and limit the city’s ability to resolve issues. Sometimes it’s not
good to be the King. However, even my skeptical self was impressed
with his caring attitude for the city and his willingness to do all he can.
Recently, the “Goose Hill” neighborhood association representatives
were in the paper documenting their fight for a better neighborhood.
According to the report, when someone moves into their neighborhood, the association sends a welcome package that includes the garbage stickers and schedule as well as a notice that if problems occur at
their residence, the association will:
First contact the residents regarding the problem
If not resolved, they will then contact the landlord
Finally, they will contact the police
Since all of our Schenectady neighborhoods share common problems,
it may be a good idea for us to share ideas across our associations.

participating! Permits can be purchased at the Sunoco Gas/Food Mart on
2501 Albany Street and at Grasso’s Barber Shop on 2506 Albany Street.
The cost of the permit is still $10.00. Remember, you must have a permit
issued by the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association in order to participate in
this very popular event. As a bonus, your address will be listed on our map if
you purchase before May10!
Free maps will be available at Sunoco Station & Grasso’s Barber Shop

Reminder to vote for the school budget
and Board of Education members

Tuesday, May 20.
Polls are open from 12—9 PM.
We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings which are held on the
second Wednesday of each month at the Woodlawn Reformed Church,
1858 State St. Meetings begin at 7 PM. Bring a friend to our meeting, they
are always welcome!

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home,
377-8810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.

Till next time…
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
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AMERICA RECYCLES

NEW YORK RECYCLES
SCHENECTADY RECYCLES!

WOODLAWN RECYCLES!!!
Reduce . . . Reuse . . . Recycle . . . Plastic bags!

By Debbie Jackson, NYSDEC – Each year, Americans throw away more than 100 billion
plastic bags. Less than 5 percent are bags reduces waste and litter, resulting in cleaner
streets and waterways and less material in landfills. Recycling also protects wildlife because plastic bags can be dangerous to animals that ingest them or are strangled by them.
In addition, using recycled plastic bags in place of virgin plastics reduces our demand for
oil.
Since 2009, New York State has had a statewide law requiring certain retail and grocery
stores to set up a plastic carry-out bag recycling program for their customers. Stores with
10,000 square feet or more of retail space and chains which operate five or more stores
with greater than 5,000 square feet of retail space, and which provide plastic carry-out bags
to customers, are required to comply with the law. Also, the owner of an enclosed shopping mall is required to place recycling bins at reasonable intervals throughout the mall.
Large mall stores (50,000 square feet or more of retail space) are required to establish their
own plastic carry-out bag recycling programs.
Hilex Poly Co. operates a closed loop plastic bag recycling facility: they take plastic bags
and turn them back into resin pellets and then back into new bags. Other companies turn
plastic bags and other film plastic into composite lumber, pallets and pipes and other useful products.
Remember: reusing is even better than recycling - bring your own reusable bags to the
stores. For more information, visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/50034.html
Q: Are Schenectady residents allowed to use black bags for trash disposal?
A: No, black bags are used for construction materials, which should be taken to the transfer station.
Q: How do I put out garbage that can’t be recycled?
A: Place it in a clear or white plastic bag in a garbage can.
Schenectady Recycles! is made up of concerned residents who want to improve the recycling rate of the city of Schenectady. For information, questions or suggestions, or to join
our eﬀort,
Email us Roberta Farrell, (Woodlawn Lead), at admin@schenectadyrecycles.org
More at: http://www.schenectadyrecycles.org *
http://www.schenectadycounty.com/recycling

Here it is the end of March and we’re still dreaming of spring. However, the signs
are all there with the slowly melting snow, brighter longer days and returning
flocks of birds. We’re anxious to get started on the plans we put to sleep last fall.
The Woodlawn School Native Plant Butterfly Garden will be one of the first projects to be initiated as soon as the ground warms up. Barbara LeBarron, a former
Woodlawn schoolteacher, is now at the FDR School on Lansing Street in Mont
Pleasant. She was always a great champion of the Preserve, and she is planning on
bringing her students over for a field trip sometime in May. We are hoping to
coordinate that visit with a stop at the Sustainable Living Center in Central Park,
where the students will be able to see where many plants are started and possibly
go home with a plant of their own. Barbara is especially passionate about bringing
her FDR students over, as many of them have only the inner city as a reference for
their world. Funding for transportation is always an issue in this tight budget environment so we’re hoping for a few donations to help defray the cost.
We have a few events lined up for the spring. On April 26th from 11am until 3pm
you find us at the Mabee Farm Earth Day Event, sponsored by ECOS.
About 200 native plants have been started at the Greenhouse, including native
lupine, spotted horsemint, butterfly weed and New Jersey Tea. We hope to use
them in the School Garden, and will have some for sale at the May 3rd Earth Day
Event to be held at the Sustainable Living Center in Central Park. We are a community partner for this event, and will have an information table there.
May 17th and 18th we will have a table at the Woodlawn Park and will be helping
out at their garage sale.
We have a special event planned for May 24th in the Preserve. Local scuba divers,
organized by dive instructor Mike Rogan, will Dive Against Debris, going down
into Delta Pond to not only remove underwater debris but also to identify and
document everything they see underwater in a larger effort to prevent marine debris. Dive Against Debris, organized worldwide by Project AWARE Foundation,
a nonprofit organization, has an underwater approach that’s totally unique. It’s a
year-round, citizen science program to tackle trash beneath the surface and address
its negative impacts. Visit their website at www.projectaware.org.
Watch for new signs along Kings Road pointing the way to the Woodlawn Preserve. So many people, including long time Schenectady residents, are surprised
to hear we have such a unique space right within the city and have no idea where it
is. We are hoping to have the signs installed before our spring events begin.
As always, please report any unusual activity to the police non-emergency number
382-5263. To report illegal poaching or hunting our DEC officer is
Jason DeAngelis, he can be reached at 357-2047.
Janet Chen 518-210-5439
Friendswp@gmail.com
www.friendsofwoodlawnpreserve.org
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The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

This year will be the 12th year we've held the annual Woodlawn
Garage Sale. The date will be May 17th and 18th. A permit will be
needed in order to sell things in the garage sale. You may obtain the
permit at the Albany St Sunoco, on the corner of Albany St and the
Crosstown. The permits are $10.00 for each household. If you have
anything you would like to donate to the Woodlawn park garage sale
you may drop it off on May 9th or 10th.
I would like to congratulate Ed Kosiur for being appointed to the
Schenectady City Council. I am very proud to have a man of his
ability serving on the City Council who also happens to live in
Woodlawn.
We in Woodlawn have two gems in our midst. They are the
Woodlawn Park on King's Rd and the Woodlawn Preserve on the end
of Gifford Rd. Both committees are planning several things in each
location. Read the newsletter and find out when these exciting things
are happening.
The Woodlawn Reformed Church has been in Woodlawn for 70
yrs. Word has it that by the end of May it will be closing it's doors
and possibly selling the building. We are sorry to see this happening.
Last, but not least, the Stadium Golf Course, at the end of Jackson
Ave, use to be home to the Sch'dy Blue Jays baseball team. Many of
us remember going to the games on a warm summer night and watching the Class A Eastern league play. This reporter use to work at the
field and my job would be to gather all balls that went out of the park
(I would get 25 cents for each ball). I also got to watch all the games
thru a hole in the fence. It was great fun.

Until next time, I will be listening!
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Terry Van Valkenburgh

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

(518) 374-6188

Schenectady County Public Library-Woodlawn Branch
2 Sanford Street *Schenectady* Phone: 386-2248

Book Club - Wednesday, April 30 - 2 PM

Sign up to read with our
therapy dog. Youth in grades 1-4
Registration is required in advance

Every Thursday-3:45 PM

Monday: 10 AM –5 PM
Tuesday-Thursday: 1 PM - 7 PM
Saturday: 1 PM - 5 PM
Closed Friday and Sunday
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WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary

Ed Kosiur
Lou Grasso
Ann Sturges
Maureen Obie

377-8810
374-1623
377-6678
836-7147

DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENTS
East
West

Terry VanValkenburgh
Jim LaPointe

370-5803
377-2092

Life is exciting!
Let us help!
We look forward
to serving our

Woodlawn Neighbors!

Committee Chairpersons
Newsletter
Newsletter Ads
Woodlawn Park
Woodlawn Preserve
Social/Refreshment
Welcoming

Ed Kosiur
Cole Denning
Spero Zoules
Janet Chen
Mary Roy
Camy Wyckoff

377-8810
227-4085
331-0929
210-5439
374-2821
370-5311

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these
committees, call the Chairperson or mail them to:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304.

Kim Rainey
Branch Officer
120 Mansion Blvd., Niskayuna NY 12304
Phone 518.377.0960 krainey@berkshirebank.com
www.berkshirebank.com

MEETING SCHEDULE 2014
General Membership meeting at 7 PM on the 2nd Wednesday
of every month in the Fellowship Hall, Woodlawn Reformed
Church, 1858 State Street. (No general meeting in December)
Woodlawn Park and Woodlawn Preserve meetings held on
the 4th Wednesday of every month at the Schenectady Hibernians’, 1748 State Street. Park starts at 6:30 PM. Preserve follows

Banking products are provided by Berkshire Bank. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. Berkshire
Bank is a Massachusetts chartered bank
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St. Paul the Apostle Church-Ziti Dinner
Saturday, April 26 4:00 -7:00 PM
St. Paul’s Parish Center - 2777 Albany St.
Tickets - $8.00 in advance $9.00 at the door
Children 12 and under - $5.00 Under 5 yrs. - Free
Margaret Schumaker will be the chef with help from the
St. Paul’s Mens Club and St. Paul’s Rosary Society

Advanced tickets available at:
Grasso’s Barber Shop 2506 Albany Street
For further information call : 346-6775
Proceeds to benefit the Works Of Mercy
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Spring is almost here...Seriously!!!
Woodlawn Park Garage Sale...Call out for Donations

The thaw is approaching. And with that comes the promise of yard work and spring
cleaning...sunshine and warm temperatures...and the bustling activity of park work and
visitors.
The Woodlawn Park volunteers will soon be gearing up to continue their work on the
park this year with our upcoming Spring Cleanup Day, our Annual Community Garage
Sale Day in the Park, and our continuous work on park infrastructure needs and enhancements. We will also be preparing the park for a new pilot program with the county's
Youth Bureau Program in partnership with the Boy's and Girl's Club for a summer youth
program.
Over the next couple of months, the park committee will be working with the City of
Schenectady to prepare the park to host a community summer program - the first of its
kind in over a decade. Now that the park has seen some much needed renovation and
resurgence, we will be working to incorporate a few more changes to prepare the park for
the summer program. If all works out, the park will have a new pavilion area for shelter
in case of inclement weather and the use of facilities with the addition of two portapotties for youth, staff and park event goers. If all goes well with the preparations, more
information will come regarding the specifics of the summer youth program in our next
park article.
While we are working to prepare the park for that, we will also be working on other enhancements this year to include: a new park sign at the entrance, two new picnic tables,
the addition of pavement games for children, a platform staging area, a new series of arbors along the park entryway, and the addition of the new grassy common area which will
also feature a volleyball court area.
Lastly, we want to promote our Annual Community Garage Sale Event in the Park.
This will be our third year hosting a sale in the park where all proceeds will go towards
our redevelopment efforts in the park. The sale will coincide again with the neighborhood association's community garage sale event which draws in hundreds of eager buyers
and hundreds of houses participating in the sale. This year's sale will be the weekend of
May 17 and 18. We are now placing a call out for those of you interested in donating
your no longer needed household items to the park. We will be accepting donations at
the park on Friday and Saturday, May 9 and 10. Please consider donating to the park
and stop on by these days to drop off your household items. More information we can be
found on facebook page, www.facebook.com/WoodlawnParkSNY.
THIRD ANNUAL WOODLAWN PARK GARAGE SALE EVENT IN THE PARK!!
Donation Drop-Off Days at Woodlawn Park

Friday, May 9th (5:30-7:30 pm) & Saturday, May 10th (10 am - 2 pm)

Garage Sale Days at Woodlawn Park

F. Michael Boehne
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate

Blake Commercial, Realtors®
8 Airline Drive, Suite 104, Albany, NY 12205
Bus 518-464-0870 x2201 ٠ Fax 518-464-0876
Cell 518-378-6072
mboehne@prublake.com
An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential
Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

NEWSLETTER ADS
& ARTICLES

May 17 & 18
2014
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1
Woodlawn—Central Park

April
7, 14, 21, 28
May
5, 12, 19, 27
June
3, 10, 17, 24

District #2
Crosstown to Brandywine

April
1,8,15,22,29
May
6, 13, 20, 28
June
4, 11, 18, 25

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION, PLEASE
EMAIL TO:
Cwdenning@hotmail.com
Next deadline is
May 20, 2014

Saturday - Sunday, May 17th & 18th
Warm regards,
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee
Woodlawn Park ~ located at intersection of Kings Road & Ricci Avenue

227-4085 for more info
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL
911.
Officer Anthony Savignano will patrol the
Woodlawn area from 4pm to 12am. If you need
his assistance for non-emergency situations,
please email Anthony at:
ASavignano@schenectadypd.com

We Buy & Sell * Consignments

HIDDEN TREASURES
1901 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

518-982-5081
Monday—Saturday 12—6
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