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Get your FREE copy of
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Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
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Bumpy’s Polar Freeze
Calvary Tabernacle Church
Camillo’s Bistro
Dolce Vita
Fantastic Sam’s
Gallo’s Florist
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Serendipity
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Woodlawn Library

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”

1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!
Also available online at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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A Message From Neighborhood Association President:
A special “thank you” to the Kingsway Community and staff for once again
hosting our annual Holiday Dinner. Special thanks to Jean Barnoski and Chef
Artie for a great meal followed by holiday caroling to our many fine residents
residing at Kingsway. To see the smiling faces and sing-a-long throughout the evening was most enjoyable. The only thing lacking was snow.
Speaking of snow, or lack of, our hopes are we continue to lead by example and
offer our senior neighbors your time in helping clear their sidewalks and driveways from that dreaded snow fall that is certainly on its way. It is always a nice
way of saying “Welcome To Woodlawn”.
Reminder that applications for Enhanced (Senior) School Tax Relief
(STAR) for 2016 are due by March 1, 2016 in the City of Schenectady. The
2014 income for senior resident owner(s) is required as part of the process.
Renewal forms are available in City Hall, Room 8 or at www.tax.ny.gov
If you have questions please call the assessor’s office at 382-5075.
Another “thank you” to the Ladies Order of Ancient Hibernians,
Schenectady for hosting Breakfast with Santa on December 12. Over 150 youth
from the SSCCORE Summer Camp and family members enjoyed an all you can
eat buffet along with a visit from Ol’ St. Nick himself. Toys For Tots and the
Schenectady County Youth Bureau were sponsors as well.

Even more pics from the Build Day at Woodlawn Park...
THANK YOU to everyone who came out for this pivotal event!

Reminder, our association meetings are now on the fourth Wednesday of each
month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location—Ancient Order of Hibernians
Hall, 1748 State Street.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home, 3778810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
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Mohawk Progressive Federal
Credit Union
1760 State Street, Schenectady
www.mohawkprogressivefcu.com
(518) 372-0828









NO FEE Checking
FREE Online Banking & Electronic Bill Pay
VISA® Credit and ATM/Debit Cards
FULL Service Mortgage Department
COMPETITIVE Home Equity Loan Rates
GREAT Rates for Auto/Truck/RV/Motorcycle/
Boat Loans—As Low As 1.49%
FULL Family Membership
FRIENDLY Personalized Service
And Much More…

Holiday Loans Available At Your
Neighborhood Credit Union. Rates as
Low as 3.74%. Available From Now Until
January 31, 2016. Stop By or
Call For All the Details.
Mohawk Progressive Federal Credit Union

“Where You Are More
Than Just A Bank
Account Number…...
You’re A Member!”
All are welcome.
Stop by or call for
details!

The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

We’d like to thank the City of Schenectady for their donation, which was
enough to buy most of the terrific playground equipment at Woodlawn
Park. We’d also like to thank all of the volunteers who showed up to help
put it together. There’s a lot of different things to do and something for
everyone to enjoy; especially “LouLou” the ladybug and “Betty Boop” the
bee. Check it out! It’s awesome!!
The Woodlawn Preserve has quieted down for the winter. The only thing
going on is a family of beavers have built a beaver den and have blocked
the water from flowing freely. We will see how much flooding takes place
over the winter. Water flows under the ice, so be very careful if you go ice
skating. It can be very dangerous.
Grasso’s Barbershop has been closed for about five weeks due to Lou
Grasso having quadruple bypass surgery. He is doing well and has been
back to work as of December 10th. His new hours are 8:00am – 11:45am,
Tuesday - Saturday (no appointments necessary/walk-ins welcome). Stop
in and say hi to Lou. He’ll be glad to see you.
The Woodlawn Neighborhood Annual
Christmas and Holiday Dinner was held
Wednesday, December 16th at Kingsway
Nursing Home’s banquet room. There
was a great menu which consisted of delicious ham, turkey sliced to your liking,
oven roasted potatoes, pineapple stuffing, turkey stuffing, plus zucchini salad,
fresh string beans, carrots, gravy, cranberries and salad. Dessert was
pumpkin pie and a large assortment of cookies. After dinner, we broke up
into two groups to sing Christmas carols throughout the facility. Several
people dressed up in costume - there was a penguin, a Christmas Tree, a
Snowman, an Elf and more.
I hope everyone had a great holiday! Until next time, I’ll be watching.
John Rose
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MORE PICTURES FROM
FROM WOODLAWN PLAYGROUND INSTALL DAY

WOODLAWN PRESERVE article (con’t from p. 7)
The observation deck that was built on the peninsula was intended to be handicapped accessible. We had plans drawn up for a trail from the asphalt road to the deck and were focused on
raising funds to have this done. When the Mayor heard this he incorporated this goal into a
grant, and we are hoping to see this accomplished in the early spring.
We have some needs: someone willing to be our Website Guru; someone willing to be our
Fundraising Guru; someone willing to be our Events Coordinator. Or, whatever talents you
can contribute will be much appreciated.
If you want to learn more about the Woodlawn Preserve, start at the Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center and explore some of their 18 trails. They have over 3000 acres of restored pine
barren environment. Chosen as a National Natural Landmark for its extraordinary sand dunes
(Woodlawn has the tallest sand dune), the APB is also a New York State Unique area, Bird
Conservation Area and a National Audubon Society Important Bird Area.
th

We hope to see you all at the Woodlawn Park Ziti Fundraiser on January 13 . We will have a
display at the Park/Preserve merchandise table, and hope we have some products that will both
suit your needs and help us achieve our goals.
Please, if you see or hear anything unusual going on in the Preserve call the Schenectady Police
non-emergency number at 630-0911. You can also email your non-emergency questions or
concerns to Officer Tim Higgins (he patrols the Woodlawn neighborhood from 4 – 11) at
thiggins@schenectadypd.com. The DEC can be reached at 1-877-457-5680 or call directly to
our Region #4 reps Chris Valenty and Brian Wilson at 357-2047.
Janet Chen
210-5439

Grasso’s Barber Shop
2506 Albany Street / Corner of Route 7
346-6775
$15.00 Haircut
$8.00 Edge Up

Store Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
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Woodlawn Expands Recycling!

MORE PICTURES FROM
FROM KINGSWAY HOLIDAY CAROLING

Can you use white 5-gallon pails for your recycling bin? Yes!
Just be sure to add a recycling sticker from the city and remove the wire handle to prevent injury to the waste collection team. Free recycle pails are available on request.
Improve the recycling rate of the city of Schenectady.
For questions or to join our effort, email
admin@schenectadyrecycles.org or call 313-2546.
For more information, go to the library and
http://www.schenectadycounty.com/recycling
Thanks -- and Happy Holidays!

MANY THANKS TO
THE VOLUNTEERS
WHO HELPED
INSTALL THE
NEW PLAYGROUND
AT
WOODLAWN PARK!
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We haven’t formally met during the months of November and December, but we are still
moving forward in terms of our end goal of being a destination Preserve with passive recreation and educational opportunities for all. We continue to reach out to the Albany Pine
Bush Commission (APBC) and the city of Schenectady with our observations, ideas and
suggestions.
Welcome back Lou Grasso! We’re so happy you're back in the groove!

The Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee of the
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association will be holding its

FIFTH ANNUAL ZITI & MEATBALL
DINNER FUNDRAISER
Wednesday, January 13th, 2016 ~ 5:30 - 7pm
Hibernian Hall ~ 1748 State Street
Advance Tickets: $8 / At the Door: $10 / Children (12 & under): $5
Purchase your advance tickets at Grasso's Barber Shop: 2506 Albany Street
or call/email Spero Zoulas: 331-0929/WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com
Dinner includes ziti & meatballs, Perreca's bread, salad, dessert and beverage

TAKE OUT ALSO AVAILABLE
Exciting Auction Item Raffle...50/50 Raffle…
Woodlawn Park & Preserve Merchandise for Sale…
Before & After Pictures of Woodlawn Park

Have fun...meet neighbors...eat great food
Invest in your neighborhood & raise money for a good cause
To learn more about the park’s redevelopment efforts and events,
visit our facebook page WoodlawnParkSNY and the
Woodlawn Neighborhood website: www.WoodlawnNeighborhood.org

Public Safety Notice
In case of emergency, call 911…
Officer Tim Higgins patrols the Woodlawn
neighborhood from 4 pm to Midnight
Please email non-emergency questions/concerns to Office Higgins at
thiggins@schenectadypd.com

Recently we discovered a new beaver lodge in a potentially sensitive area. Van Deloo Pond (formerly known as Delta Pond) was
engineered to be a retention pond in the early 70s to alleviate flooding in the Woodlawn neighborhoods, so we informed the city that
there may be a potential for flooding. Three naturalists have assessed the area to determine if they felt it was a threat, and all three
agreed there was little immediate threat, which will allow for a
period of observation to document how the colony progresses.
Beavers are truly amazing engineers!
Van Deloo Pond? Yes, we have asked that the pond be renamed in honor of Dr. John Van
Deloo, who worked so tirelessly to promote the Preserve and save it from development.
When we have our new brochures printed you will see that change on the map. And many
thanks to the APBC for printing the last batch of 500 brochures for us, saving the FWP a
few hundred dollars from our meager budget.
What we’ve accomplished over the past year:
We incorporated (we are now officially Friends of the Woodlawn Preserve, Inc.) and in
April we signed a cooperative agreement between the City of Schenectady, FWP and the
APBC. Assemblyman Phil Steck was able to secure $100,000 for the APBC to assist in the
consolidation of the Woodlawn Preserve into the APBC. In May we had a joint meeting
with Mayor McCarthy, Chris Hawver from the APBC, Phil Steck and key city officials to
discuss The Preserve and how to move forward with our cooperative agreement. We had
two cleanups, one in May and the other in October, and are finding less refuse than in previous years. In May we tabled at the Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center Lupine Fest; in
June we had a fundraising event at Raymor and Flannigan that raised close to $1000; our
First Annual Fishing Day on July 25th had about 60 participants; and the City of
Schenectady ‘reaffirmed’ our park designation and added us to their website as a city park.
What we hope to accomplish in the coming year:
In early January we will begin meeting with the APBC with a focus on how they can assist
us with planning and implementing educational programs. We will continue to focus on
protecting the Preserve from vandalism and the damage of ATVs and dirt bikes. To that
end, the city of Schenectady has promised us an additional 40 or so jersey barriers that are
currently being used in another location. At our last cleanup in the fall Jeff Kehoe, Forester; Rennie Fountain, Arborist; Dave Berard, our Vice-chair and Chief Security Officer;
and Cole Denning, out Chief Fisherman and newest board member worked tirelessly to
take down 30 – 40 poplar trees to use as additional barriers around the existing jersey barriers where motorized bikes are still getting in. It was a very successful day of work!
(Continued p. 20)
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Officers:

OMG Uses for Hydrogen Peroxide (H2O2...Who Knew)!!
Handy Hint #1 - “In the Kitchen”
Sanitize cutting boards, clean dish sponges, add to the rinse...Scrub your cutting
boards with H2O2 (3% solution), let dry, and follow up w/ a scrub of straight white vinegar for hygienic surface. Soak your sponges/scrubbers/dishcloths for 1/2 hour in half
sink of hot water and 2 TB spoons of H2O2 3% solution. Rinse and reuse. Add a tablespoon of hydrogen peroxide to dishwasher rinse for a squeaky clean, disinfected rinse to
dishware.

Handy Hint #2 - “In your Laundry”
Brighten whites, remove stains, banish yellow linen...Soak your whites in bucket of
hot water and 1 cup of H2O2 overnight, then wash normally. Remove organic stains mix 2 parts H2O2 with 1 part dishwashing liquid, rub into stain, leave for a couple hours
and wash as usual. Banish those yellow linens by soaking in bucket of warm water and 2
cups and launder as usual. Test for color fastness as applicable.

Handy Hint #3 - “In the Bathroom”
Clean grout, sanitize the room...Soak cotton ball in H2O2 and run it along your grout
lines. Leave for as long as possible before rinsing. Swish a cup of H2O2 around toilet
bowl, leave for an hour and flush. Wipe walls and floors with 50/50 solution of water
and H2O2. Spray bathroom surfaces with same solution, rinse and wipe clean.

President

Ed Kosiur

377-8810

Vice President

Lou Grasso

374-1623

Treasurer

Ann Sturges

377-6678

Recording Secretary

Rose Harrell

346-4665

District Vice Presidents:
East District

Terry VanValkenburgh

370-5803

West District

Jim LaPointe

377-2092

Committee Chairpersons:
Newsletter / Woodlawn Park

Spero Zoulas

331-0929

Newsletter Ads

Cole Denning

227-4085

Woodlawn Preserve

Janet Chen

210-5439

Social/Refreshment

Mary Roy

374-2821

Welcoming

Camy Wyckoff

370-5311

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these officers or
committees, call or mail them to:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304

MEETING SCHEDULE ~ 2016
General Neighborhood Association meeting - 4th Wednesday of
every month at 7 PM @ the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748
State Street. (No general meeting in Aug/Dec/Jan)
Woodlawn Park & Woodlawn Preserve committee meetings 4th Wednesday of every month @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street).

Meetings start at 6 PM.

www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association gathers
at Kingsway Community for Holiday Party...
An evening of Dining and Caroling

Members enjoy each other’s
company before eating turkey,
ham and all the trimmings in
Kingsway Dining Room…
Then off to Caroling with the
Kingsway residents!
THANK YOU to all who brought
dry and canned goods for the
neighborhood donations to the
City Mission of Schenectady!!
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel

Terry Van Valkenburgh

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

No article for this edition...See you in the next edition
Till next time…

The community gathers to help install the new
playground at Woodlawn Park

(518) 374-6188
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2015 Community Playground Build Day takes Woodlawn Park to New Heights

Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons School

You may have noticed something quite different at Woodlawn Park. When you
walk into the park, you can’t miss it. As sections of the Kid’s Choice play area span over
100 feet long, 45 feet wide and up to 12 feet in the air, park goers can’t deny there’s a
new vibe. Complimenting this area is the Tot’s Choice play area of slides, climbers,
spring riders and swings for little ones to enjoy.

The 42 graduating seniors from the Class of 2014 earned over
$5.1 million in Scholarships and Grants

On November 14th, the Woodlawn Park volunteers, residents of Woodlawn and community leaders and neighbors gathered to help install the new playground. New signage is
featured for both segments of the playgrounds that sit just beyond the swing sets. The
Tot’s playground area sign thanks the community contributions (totaling over $8000) and
the $3000 donation from Schenectady East Rotary for the new equipment and the Kid’s
playground area sign thanks the City of Schenectady and their Office of General Services
for that area’s new equipment.
While the build day was going on, we also had assistance from the student volunteers of
the Union College Kenney Community Center who all placed in the new protective
mulch carpeting and also wrapped up the final fall raking for the year. Earlier in the
month, the Schenectady County Jail program came into the park as part of their community service to rake sections of the park and Trustco Bank came in later to rake up the
front areas of the park to complete their year’s community partnership with the city and
Woodlawn Park. So, while we didn’t have an official fall rake day this year, we were
fortunate enough to have planned for the contingency of a busy fall schedule to get the
work done thanks to support of our community partners and county programs.

Tours
available daily
8:00am - 2:30pm
call for an appointment
2600 Albany Street, Schenectady, NY (518) 393-3131
Visit us on the web: www.nd-bg.org

Pictures of the build day and playground usage are featured on the park’s facebook page
and in this edition. Please check them out.
While we plan for the upcoming 2016 projects for the park, we are pleased to announce
we will be getting a grant for work to begin to resurface the basketball court. Along
with this plan, we want to replace the fencing along the one side of the court, add two
handicap accessible ramps and add a few pieces of exercise stations to the park.
To compliment this important project, our Annual Pasta Dinner Fundraiser will focus
on raising additional funds for it. Please join us on Wednesday, January 13th at
Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street) from 5:30-7 pm. We’ll be serving ziti, meatballs,
bread from Perreca’s, salad, beverages, and a wide array of dessert options. We’ll also
feature our phenomenal Auction Raffle, the 50/50 Raffle, merchandise from the Park &
Preserve groups, and pictures and videos of the work over this past year.
Thank you all for another exceptional year of work at the park!
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee
Facebook: WoodlawnParkSNY
WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com
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Notable Days for January & February...
January

February

1 - New Year’s Day
13 - Woodlawn Park Pasta
Dinner Fundraiser
19 - Martin Luther King
Birthday (observed)

2 - Groundhog’s Day
7 - Super Bowl Sunday
10 - Ash Wednesday
14 - Valentine’s Day
15 - President's Day

NEWSLETTER ADS
&
ARTICLES

2016
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1
Woodlawn—Central Park

January
6,13, 21, 28
February
4, 11, 19, 26
March
4, 11, 18, 25

District #2
Crosstown to Brandywine

January
7, 14, 22, 29
February
5, 12, 22, 29
March
7, 14, 21, 28

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL:
Cwdenning@hotmail.com
Next deadline is
February 20, 2016
227-4085 for more info
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