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Woodlawn Neighborhood Meetings - 4th Wednesday of the month
7 PM @ Hibernian Hall
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Where’s The Newsletter?
Get your FREE copy of

The Woodlawn Connection
at the following locations:

Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
Blue Ribbon Restaurant
Bumpy’s Polar Freeze
Calvary Tabernacle Church
Camillo’s Bistro
Dolce Vita
Fantastic Sam’s
Gallo’s Florist
G & M Auto
Grasso’s Barber Shop
Griswold Funeral Home
H&V Collision Center
Hibernian Hall
King Cork
Kingsway Community
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe
Lyle’s Hoagies

Marotta’s Pizza
Mavis Tire
Ming’s
Mohawk Progressive FCU
New Life Ministries
Plaines
Roc’s Hairstyling
Serendipity
St. Paul the Apostle Church
Stanford United Methodist
Church
Starbucks
Steve’s Barber Shop
Subway Shop
Uncle Sam’s Candy
Woodlawn T. Value Hardware
Woodlawn Library
Woodlawn Park

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”

1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!
Also available online at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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Our annual Holiday dinner is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday,
December 14 at the Kingsway Community. Reminder, the event is limited to immediate members of the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
only. You must sign-up at our November meeting please! Seating is limited to 60 folks. A waiting list will be established after. You may also
contact Lou Grasso at 346-6775 or at his barber shop at 2506 Albany
Street to register.

A co-ed, independent school offering an individualized curriculum
and STEAM* courses for students in Nursery to 8th Grade. Tour
our school and find out why our students love to learn at Brown!

Now Enrolling for Fall 2016
150 Corlaer Avenue
518-370-0366
www.brownschool.org
* Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math

It is because of the numerous (too many to even mention!) volunteers to
the Woodlawn community, we are perhaps the most proud neighborhood
in the City. Please, if you are interested even in the smallest way; do not
hesitate to stop in at our monthly meeting, the Woodlawn Park/Preserve
folks or even to lend a hand at our numerous clean-up events. Contact
names/numbers are listed throughout this booklet.
As we continue to lead by example, let’s offer our senior neighbors your
time in helping clear their sidewalks and driveways from that dreaded
snow fall that is certainly on its way. It is always a nice way of saying
“Welcome To Woodlawn”.
Finally, please remember to vote on Election Day, Tuesday November
8th. Polls are open from 6 AM until 9 PM. If you need any information
regarding your polling place or you are in need of a ride to the polling site,
please contact the Schenectady County Board of Elections at 377-2469.
Reminder, our association meetings are now on the fourth Wednesday of
each month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location—Ancient Order of
Hibernians Hall, 1748 State Street. There will NOT be a meeting in
November due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at
home, 377-8810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as
possible.
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
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Mohawk Progressive Federal
Credit Union
1760 State Street, Schenectady
www.mohawkprogressivefcu.com
(518) 372-0828









NO FEE Checking
FREE Online Banking & Electronic Bill Pay
VISA® Credit and ATM/Debit Cards
FULL Service Mortgage Department
COMPETITIVE Home Equity Loan Rates
GREAT Rates for Auto/Truck/RV/Motorcycle/
Boat Loans—As Low As 1.49%
FULL Family Membership
FRIENDLY Personalized Service
And Much More…

Holiday
Loans Available
YourUnion
Mohawk
Progressive
Federal At
Credit
“Where
You Are More Credit
Than Just
A BankRates
Account
Neighborhood
Union.
asNumber…..You’re A Member!”
Low as 4.74%. Available From Now Until
are2017.
welcome.
JanuaryAll
31,
Stop By or
Stop by or call to find out about opening
Call For All the Details.
your account today!

The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

The old Revere Bowling Alley has been sold to a Woodlawn
resident and business owner, Soft and Cushy. He is a very talented
craftsman and does car accessories such as car starters, back up cameras
and sky lights, as well as selling snow plows. He does super work! Check
him out!
Thank you to the City of Schenectady for paving Albany Street
from Van Zandt Street to the Crosstown and from the Crosstown to Henry
Street. What a nice smooth ride! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
The County of Schenectady has purchased the old I-Hop on upper
State Street. The Department of Motor Vehicle will be in the right hand
half of the building. The left hand side will be available for something
else. I think a good idea would be to put in a Senior Citizen Center. The
senior residents of Schenectady do not have a Senior Citizen Center on the
bus line, like some of the surrounding communities do, such as Rotterdam
and Colonie. These two communities have meal sites and gathering places
for seniors to meet other seniors. They also have card games, bus trips and
many other activities. If you think this is a good idea, call your local
councilman or county representative. Say yes to a Senior Citizen Center
on upper State Street in the old I-Hop building.

Mohawk Progressive Federal Credit Union
“Where You Are More Than Just A Bank Account
Number…..You’re A Member!”

All are welcome.
Stop by or call to find out
about opening
your account today!

Snow is around the corner so remember to be a good neighbor and
clean your sidewalks.
Have a Happy Thanksgiving from me and my staff.
That’s it for now folks, and I’ll be listening.
John Rose
17

WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel
Hello once more from Western Woodlawn. It’s interesting that during this
Halloween season there’s been a lot of news concerning “Zombie” houses.
These are neglected, abandoned homes which look like something out of a
horror film. Certainly cities and municipalities need to find funds to mitigate this
problem. There are some homes beyond salvation and the city needs to bulldoze
these properties. However, per Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara (October 6
Daily Gazette article “Good Neighbors join zombie fight”), we can all do our
part in helping out. We can take our lawn mowers to the property, pick up any
litter, keep an eye out for squatters, etc.
On another note, how do others handle moving into the center divide to make a
left turn in violation of the lane markings? An example is when I’m heading
west on State Street and want to take a left on School Street. There’s a solid double yellow line that exists for western traffic right up to the intersection corner.
The center divide has a dashed white line and painted left arrow for traffic
heading east. According to the State law, one must stay to the left of two solid
yellow lines. As a result, cars heading east are allowed into the center divide but
not those heading west. I must say that, regardless of the law, I move into the
center divide not wanting to block single lane State Street traffic behind me.
Till next time….

Grasso’s Barber Shop
2506 Albany Street / Corner of Route 7
346-6775
$15.00 Haircut
$8.00 Edge Up

Store Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM
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We had a wonderful and active summer in the Preserve, and at present
the colors around the pond are just gorgeous. As of this writing, there are
truckloads of gravel at the end of the asphalt path and trees marked with
tape in anticipation of the start of the handicapped accessible trail to the
dock. We are hoping to see this completed before the leaves fall.
As for the mitigation project that will remove the invasive phragmites
around the pond: the permits are completed, and we are anticipating the
start of work any day now.
We are still waiting for confirmation from the city regarding the work
plan for the survey that was to be done with the $50,000 grant, which was
authorized by the efforts of Assemblyman Phil Steck. We will report any
progress on this as soon as we hear anything.
Also on our wish list is a sturdy bridge for the White Trail leading from
the Woodlawn School into the Preserve. The present arrangement over
the small stream is difficult for the students to cross, and in need of replacement.
Want to help the Preserve? It doesn’t have to be a direct monetary donation – if you’re buying from Amazon.com, just use the website
smile.amazon.com and there’s a drop down list is of charities Amazon
will help support (We’re in there! Look for Friends of the Woodlawn
Preserve!) Every purchase you make will help put dollars into our account. It doesn’t cost you any more, but every dollar they give us counts
for so much. Please remember to support us!
To learn more about the Woodlawn Preserve, start at the Albany Pine
Bush Discovery Center and explore some of their 18 trails. They have
over 3000 acres of restored pine barren environment. Chosen as a
National Natural Landmark for its extraordinary sand dunes (Woodlawn
has the tallest sand dune), the APB is also a New York State Unique area,
Bird Conservation Area and a National Audubon Society Important Bird
area.
If you see or hear anything unusual going on in the Preserve call the
Schenectady Police non-emergency number at 630-0911. The DEC can
be reached at 1-877-457-5680 or call directly to our Region #4 reps Chris
Valenty and Brian Wilson at 357-2047.
Janet Chen
210-5439

Officers:
President

Ed Kosiur

377-8810

Vice President

Lou Grasso

374-1623

Treasurer

Ann Sturges

377-6678

Recording Secretary

Rose Harrell

346-4665

District Vice Presidents:
East District

Terry VanValkenburgh

370-5803

West District

Jim LaPointe

377-2092

Committee Chairpersons:
Newsletter / Woodlawn Park

Spero Zoulas

331-0929

Newsletter Ads

Cole Denning

227-4085

Woodlawn Preserve

Janet Chen

210-5439

Social/Refreshment

Mary Roy

374-2821

Welcoming

Camy Wyckoff

370-5311

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these officers
or committees, call them or mail:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304

MEETING SCHEDULE ~ 2016
General Neighborhood Association meeting - 4th Wednesday of
every month at 7 PM @ the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748
State Street. (No general meeting in Aug/Dec/Jan)
Woodlawn Park & Woodlawn Preserve committee meetings 4th Wednesday of every month @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street).

Meetings start at 6 PM.

www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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Public Safety Notice
In case of emergency, call 911…
Officer Dane Flavin patrols the Woodlawn
neighborhood from 4 pm to Midnight
Please email non-emergency questions/concerns to Officer Flavin at
dflavin@schenectadypd.com

Keep Recycling Successful,
Woodlawn
Schenectady, Scotia now single-stream recycling
Beginning in mid-September, the city of Schenectady moved to single-stream
recycling. Residents of the city and the village of Scotia can now put all recyclable materials into one container with a new, green recycling sticker (available at
city hall). Until you have a new sticker, you are welcome to continue using your
old bins and stickers. As always, trash should go in a separate bin.
Acceptable items to put in your recycling bin now include:
White envelopes
Computer, FAX, and copy paper
Kraft paper (brown grocery bags)
Magazines and catalogs
All cardboard (broken down & bundled)
White and colored ledger paper
Newspaper
Notebook & construction paper
Paper egg cartons
Pizza boxes
Soft covered workbooks
Telephone and paperback books

Junk mail (including envelopes and
coupons)
Juice boxes
Milk cartons
Aluminum cans
Glass bottles (green, clear, brown)
Tin and bi-metallic containers
(including aerosol cans)
Aseptic milk/juice cartons
Aluminum foil (pie plates, etc.)
Plastic containers (all grades) with
cap/lids attached
Frozen food cartons

Unacceptable items include: Trash, diapers, clothing, Styrofoam, bags (plastic),
food, compost, yard waste, and audio and VHS cassettes.

REGISTER NOW for FALL CLASSES

Schenectady Recycles!, a committee of ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse, is
dedicated to improving the recycling rate in the city of Schenectady. Email us at
schenectadyrecycles@gmail.com. Find more information on recycling at
www.schenectadycounty.com/recycling. Find more about ECOS at www.ecosny.org.
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Single Stream Recycling has
come to Schenectady!


Some Simple Life Hacks for the Family...
Handy Hint #1 - “Organizing your Bedding”



Want a better way to keep your bedding organized? One site recommends
keeping a complete set of bedding inside the pillowcase. Makes the whole
process much more streamlined when you switch out your sheets with a
crisp new set of bed sheets!

Handy Hint #2 - “Wipe Out Weird Odors in the House”
Got a bad odor you can’t get rid of? Try using a fabric conditioner to clean
your heaters so that when the heating goes on the house smells lovely.
Choose the scent of your liking and give it a try!




All recyclable material can be
co-mingled into one container
for collection.
Any containers still bearing a
Yellow or Blue recycling
sticker will still be picked up
until the resident obtains the
new Single Stream Recycling
sticker.
The new Single Stream
Recycling stickers are available at City Hall, Room 9.
Call 382-5144 if you have any
questions regarding Single
Stream Recycling.

Handy Hint #3 - “Dishwasher Tablets to the Rescue”
To wipe out pesky baked-on grease and grim, try using one of your dishwasher tablets. Just dip dishwasher tablets in hot water and clean up that
baked-on grease in your oven and stovetop. Now that’s much easier!

Need a Christmas Gift Idea?
What about a Woodlawn Park Calendar for 2017?
For just $15, it's yours to wrap and give out to family and friends. A nice way to
promote community pride and volunteerism...and who doesn't need a calendar. All
proceeds go towards the park's redevelopment efforts.
Please email princessdarlingdearest@yahoo.com or message Facebook @ Cathi
Rapisarda to order your 2017 calendar. Thank you!

beautifulhomedrapes@gmail.com
Facebook: BeautifulHomeDrapes
13

Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons School
The 42 graduating seniors from the Class of 2014 earned over
$5.1 million in Scholarships and Grants

Tours
available daily
8:00am - 2:30pm
call for an appointment
2600 Albany Street, Schenectady, NY (518) 393-3131
Visit us on the web: www.nd-bg.org

Terry Van Valkenburgh

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

(518) 374-6188
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One Year Anniversary of Playground & Community Pride
It’s been one year since the new playground went in at Woodlawn Park and the
community been out in force to take advantage of the new offerings for
children and families to enjoy. The volunteers are often greeted while at the
park with cars full of kids and parents during the early mornings and afternoons, and they hear words of gratitude and appreciation for how the park how
transformed over these last few years. At a time of thanksgiving, we are all
fortunate to have a community that’s come together to make this all happen.
With Fall foliage and tumbling leaves, it’s almost time for our Annual Rake
Day at the Park. Please join us on Saturday, November 12th anytime from
9 am to 2 pm to help rake up leaves. We have rakes, gloves, and bags on hand
and water and some light snacks will be provided. A backup date of Saturday,
November 19th has been set as well - same time. We hope to see you there!

Notable Days for November & December...
November

December

6th - Day Light Savings Ends (fall back)
8th - U.S. General Election
11th - Veteran’s Day
17th - Great American Smokeout
24th - Thanksgiving

7th - Pearl Harbor Day
24th - Chanukah (lasts 8 days)
25th - Christmas
26th - Kwanza
31st - New Year’s Eve

In just the last month, we partnered with one of the park’s original redevelopment architectural designers and advisors, Mary Moore Wallinger, now with
LAndArt Studio, to assist us in securing 15, seven-foot, Arborvitae trees.
These trees were planted along the base of the western fencing parallel to the
back half of the basketball court to provide more privacy and sound buffering
from bouncing balls. Thanks to Steve, Darryl, Rennie and James for planting
the tress and to Don for watering and keeping a watchful eye on them.
Some new developments have arisen! Under continued advisement with the
city of Schenectady, we have finally reached an agreement to have security
cameras installed at the park. In collaboration with the Schenectady Police
department, the city’s Office of General Services, Mayor’s Office and Law
Department, and Shepherd Communication & Security, we are hoping to have
these new cameras installed before winter. These will compliment the city’s
new SMART city technology initiative to provide future enhanced and energy
efficient lighting at the park, which will also have the capacity for WiFi access
and camera monitoring. We have also heard from Trustco Bank again! They
want to continue their collaboration with our committee and the city and are
looking to carry forward the following initiatives this Fall pending city
approval: trimming the trees around the playgrounds, fence repairing (back of
the park), and patching sunken spots and major cracks in the parking lot.
As we close out another year, it’s important we continue our efforts into 2017
with new blood. We need more residents to help us at the park. Whether on
clean up days, project days, picking up any litter or helping at a fundraising
event, we need your help. Woodlawn Park has become one of the city’s nicest
places to visit for families and youth. We want to make sure this continues to
be the case. So, please consider joining our efforts.
Lastly, as winter nears, please note that the privacy screening along the basketball court will come down so they aren’t exposed to freezing and thawing
water on the meshing. This will allow for an extended life for the new screens.
Once again...thank you so much for your continued support,
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee

NEWSLETTER ADS
&
ARTICLES

2016
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1

District #2

Woodlawn—Central Park

Crosstown to Brandywine

November
3, 14, 21, 30
December
7, 14, 21, 29

November
4, 15, 22
December
1, 8, 15, 22, 30

2017 To Be Published in Next Edition

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL:
Cwdenning@hotmail.com
Next deadline is
December 20, 2016
227-4085 for more info
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