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Woodlawn Neighborhood Meetings - 4th Wednesday of the month
7 PM at Hibernian Hall

FREE PUBLICATION
Recycle ~ Share With Your Neighbors
Please Patronize Our Advertisers
A Publication of

The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
www.woodlawnneighborhood.org

Where’s The Newsletter?
Get your FREE copy of

The Woodlawn Connection
at the following locations:

Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
Blue Ribbon Restaurant
Bumpy’s Polar Freeze
Calvary Tabernacle Church
Camillo’s Bistro
Dolce Vita
Fantastic Sam’s
Gallo’s Florist
G & M Auto
Grasso’s Barber Shop
Griswold Funeral Home
H&V Collision Center
Hibernian Hall
King Cork
Kingsway Community
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe
Lyle’s Hoagies

Marotta’s Pizza
Mavis Tire
Ming’s
Mohawk Progressive FCU
New Life Ministries
Plaines
Roc’s Hairstyling
Serendipity
St. Paul the Apostle Church
Stanford United Methodist
Church
Starbucks
Steve’s Barber Shop
Subway Shop
Uncle Sam’s Candy
Woodlawn T. Value Hardware
Woodlawn Library
Woodlawn Park

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”

1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!
Also available online at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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A Message From Neighborhood Association President:
Inequities in State Aid for the Schenectady City School District
Our school district is one of the poorest districts in NYS,
yet we receive only 55% of full funding. Meanwhile, many
districts, including much wealthier districts, are receiving
a much higher percentage of aid. Without your help, our
schools will face more reductions to programs and services
for students. Becoming an advocate for education is not as hard as you might
think. The only prerequisite is a strong desire to stand up for our students and our
schools.
Advocate with our elected NYS Representatives
Write a personal letter to them, send an email or simply
make a phone call to their office.
Assemblyman Phil Steck, LOB 820, Albany, NY 12248 455-5931
Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara, LOB 829A, Albany, NY 455-5197
Senator Hugh Farley, LOB 711, Albany, NY 12247 455-2181

For additional information: www.schenectady.k12.ny.us

SAVE THE DATE
Please mark your calendar for our Annual Woodlawn Garage Sale, scheduled
for the weekend of May 14 & 15. Last year was one of our largest events ever
with nearly 200 homes participating! Beginning April 15, permits can be purchased at the Sunoco Gas/Food Mart on 2501 Albany Street and at Grasso’s
Barber Shop on 2506 Albany Street. The cost of the permit is $10.00. Remember, you must have a permit issued by the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association in order to participate in this very popular event.
We have invited Eric Shilling, the City Code Enforcement Officer, and Madelyn Thorne, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity, to speak at our
March 23 meeting. We intend to have a representative from the Schenectady
City School District at our April 27 meeting to offer insight on the school budget
and what impacts the State budget may or may not have on our children.
Reminder...our association meetings are now on the fourth Wednesday of each
month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location—Ancient Order of Hibernians
Hall, 1748 State Street.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home,
377-8810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
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Mohawk Progressive Federal
Credit Union
1760 State Street, Schenectady
www.mohawkprogressivefcu.com
(518) 372-0828









NO FEE Checking
FREE Online Banking & Electronic Bill Pay
VISA® Credit and ATM/Debit Cards
FULL Service Mortgage Department
COMPETITIVE Home Equity Loan Rates
GREAT Rates for Auto/Truck/RV/Motorcycle/
Boat Loans—As Low As 1.49%
FULL Family Membership
FRIENDLY Personalized Service
And Much More…

The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

Word has it that one of our own, Chad Putman, is considering entering politics and running for NY State Senator against Senator Hugh Farley, a Republican. Young Chad, who is very energetic, lives in the Woodlawn section of Schenectady on Kings Road. He is now the Deputy City
Clerk for the City of Schenectady. You may have seen him on TV at the
City Council meetings. He is hard working and very smart and has
worked hard to improve Woodlawn Park. Many a weekend you will find
him raking, cleaning, painting and fixing things in the park. He has
worked on the annual Woodlawn Pasta Dinner for the past 5 years and in
the springtime you will see him in the park working at the annual garage
sale. He’s very community-minded, so when you think of voting for our
next New York State Senator for the 49th District, please think about supporting Chad Putman with your vote and your donations.
The former Gaylord’s Bar (now “The Bar”) grand opening is
scheduled for February 27th. Stop in and say hello.
Maurice’s Roast Beef Restaurant on upper State Street has closed
and the building is for sale.

It’s important
to check
yourCredit
creditUnion
at
Mohawk
Progressive
Federal
“Where You Are
More
Than
Just A Bank
Account Numleast
once
a year.
Go to:

If you have been to the Blue Ribbon Restaurant lately, you have
probably noticed that they now sell pastry and baked goods, which are top
shelf! Stop in and have a treat!

www.annualcreditreport.com

G&M Auto Repairs on State Street is owned by Mike and Bob,
who are some of the best mechanics in the area for all makes of cars and
trucks. Both men grew up in the Woodlawn area, so try them out. They’re
outstanding! I am a very satisfied customer myself.

ber…..You’re A Member!”

All are welcome.
to receive your free credit reports from
Stop by or call to find out about opening
the three
major
reporting
agencies.
your
account
today!
Mohawk Progressive Federal Credit Union

That’s it for now and remember...I’ll be listening.
John Rose

“Where You Are More Than Just A Bank Account
Number…..You’re A Member!”

All are welcome.
Stop by or call to find out
about opening
your account today!
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MORE PICTURES FROM
WOODLAWN ANNUAL PASTA DINNER

Grasso’s Barber Shop
2506 Albany Street / Corner of Route 7
346-6775
$15.00 Haircut
$8.00 Edge Up

Store Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
8:00 AM - 11:45 AM
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Single stream vs. dual stream recycling
The following is excerpted from a paper written by Calvin Wiles, a Union
College student interning for ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse.
Single stream refers to a system that doesn’t require the sorting or separation
of recyclable materials by residents, unlike a source separation or multi
stream system where residents are to distribute their recyclables among two or
three different bins. Instead, individuals at home place all of their recyclables,
whether it be plastic, paper, cardboard, metal, or glass into a single bin, just
like using a trash can except for recycling…

A big issue with single stream recycling is that households start to use their
single recycling bin as a catch all container (almost like a trash can) which
greatly increases the non-recyclable items that should not be put into these
bins. This contributes to even greater quantities of contaminants entering
these municipal recycling facilities, and even lower revenues for these municipalities when selling the end product…

#DiscoverWoodlawn
Hashtag “DiscoverWoodlawn” on social media
(e.g. Instagram, Facebook)
This is a two-tiered campaign aimed at:
Beautification
Sate Street Project
~ Banners along business district corridor
~ Refurbished/Repainted trashcans
and more to come
Promotion thru Online Media
~ Neighborhood website to promote attributes of
living in Woodlawn
~ Shopping, Dining, Schools, Homes, Living, and
Recreation
A prototype template of the BANNERS
to run along the State Street corridor
stretching from Fehr Ave to the
Niskayuna border

Interested in sponsoring a banner?
Email: chadputman1@yahoo.com

Live
Play
Dine

Learn

Reports evaluating the effectiveness of single stream recycling have discovered that commodities recovered from single stream facilities are much lower
quality than those recovered by multi stream systems. The mixing of all these
recyclables together creates poor quality materials, which lowers the overall
value of the yield, and this has become a complaint for many manufacturers…

#DISCOVERWOODLAWN
A promotional campaign to bring awareness
about the benefits of living in Woodlawn

Shop

Thanks Woodlawn,
for REDUCING,
REUSING & RECYCLING!

Business Logo
Here

The more the homeowner and collectors get involved in the early stages of
sorting, the higher quality the recyclables are for processing and the more sustainable our recycling systems truly are.
Schenectady Recycles!, a committee of ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse, is
dedicated to improving the recycling rate in the city of Schenectady. Email us at
schenectadyrecycles@gmail.com. Find more information on recycling at
www.schenectadyrecycles.org or www.schenectadycounty.com/recycling.
You can also find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/schenectadyrecycles.
Find more about ECOS at www.ecosny.org.
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel
Distressed Schenectady properties continue to be in the news (Reference Sara Foss’
February 14th column “Tearing down blighted homes is money well spent”). Distressed properties reflect poorly on our neighborhoods. They are not maintained and
are an eyesore. Many times, they are without heat causing water pipe breakage resulting in flooding onto neighboring properties (this happened near my house). They
are often a target for criminals who ramshackle and strip their copper leaving the
property a damaged mess. They present an opportunity for squatters. No neighborhood wants this. Distressed properties result in lower property values for our
homes.
There are two solutions in dealing with distressed properties. One is to demolish the
property which unfortunately removes a large part of its value from the tax rolls.
Also, this option is at the mercy of the city finances which dictate scheduling and
results in continued property deterioration. The other option is for some energetic
and visionary person (s) to appear and rehabilitate the properties. I’m ecstatic to say
I’ve identified two properties in Woodlawn that have emerged from ruin to recovery
as depicted by these photos. There is continuing hope for Woodlawn revitalization.

On another note, this article is always in favor of promoting Woodlawn businesses,
particularly those that are new. Exclusive Barber and Beauty Salon, 1553 State
Street – Phone (518) 344-7477, has been in business for 6 months. They offer a
variety of cuts/styles catering to everyone. Please stop in and say Hi to Orlando.
Till next time…

Public Safety Notice
In case of emergency, call 911…
Officer Tim Higgins patrols the Woodlawn
neighborhood from 4 pm to Midnight
Please email non-emergency questions/concerns to Office Higgins at
thiggins@schenectadypd.com

Spring is already in the air as I write this, and we are looking forward to an exciting and
active season in the Woodlawn Preserve. Through our affiliation with the Albany Pine
Bush, we are looking forward to offering more educational events and activities, as well as
enhanced handicapped access.
What we’ll be looking for in the early spring:
Skunk cabbage — this is a plant that flowers before it leafs out and the flower can actually
generate heat and melt the snow around it. It is called skunk cabbage because it smells bad
as a result of being pollinated by flies, which are attracted to the stink smell, instead of bees
or butterflies. This plant can be found in the wet areas around the Preserve near streams and
wetlands.
Shadbush (serviceberry) are one of the first plants to flower in the spring; it is not uncommon to look into the woods and barrens of the preserve still recovering from winter and see
beautiful white flowers on these shrubs.
Spring is also a great time of year to see amphibians like blue-spotted salamanders, which
have been known to walk over snow to reach their spring breeding pools.
Wood frogs can actually survive the winter by freezing solid, they use chemicals in their
blood to keep ice crystals from forming inside their cells which would cause a lot of damage, making them one of the first amphibians to literally thaw out in the spring.
Frogs like spring peepers are small and difficult to find, but we’ll have no problem hearing
their spring song around the wetlands.
Mourning cloak butterflies are often one of the first butterflies seen in the spring. These
butterflies don’t migrate, but overwinter in tree cavities and underneath loose tree bark,
allowing them to immediately start mating in the spring. Mourning Cloaks are very dark
brownish-maroon with pale, cream-colored edges, which often look ragged. They have
bright blue spots along the edges. Underneath, the Mourning Cloak's wings are blackishbrown. If you look carefully, you can see some green markings.
Beavers are highly territorial and live in family groups,
mainly in freshwater lochs and slow flowing rivers and
burns. Beavers are most active at dawn and dusk throughout
the year and do not hibernate. They can live up to 25 years
in captivity, but do not usually live as long in the
wild. Beavers are thought to be monogamous which means
they mate for life or until their partner dies. A breeding
pair can produce 2-4 kits per year. Mating takes place between January and February, with kits born within the lodge
from April to June (gestation of around 105 days). Other
family members may bring vegetation to the lodge for kits
to feed on during this time. Kits are usually weaned after
2-3 weeks and soon emerge from the lodge to feed with their parents.
As always, if you see or hear anything unusual please call the Schenectady Police nonemergency number 630-0911, or email Officer Tim Higgins at thiggins@schenectadyps.com. The DEC can be reached at 1-877-457-5680 or call our Region
#4 reps Chris Valenty and Brian Wilson at 357-2047.
Janet Chen 210-5439
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Officers:

HINTS for having kids help more in the home...
Handy Hint #1 - “Teach Them”
Teaching kids to do things for themselves at age and stage appropriate times will take the
load off you. The time and effort spent upfront to teach them to tie their own shoelaces or
dress themselves will far outweigh the benefit of letting them eventually learn these
skills. So persevere...a little (or even a lot) of training time will free you up from the task
later on, and more importantly, bring you a step in your child’s growing independence.

Handy Hint #2 - “Have Them Help Sort the Laundry”
Washing may be a chore to us, but to little kids, it can be a game that teaches them sorting skills. And let’s face it...the washing grind is a weekly cycle that never seems to end.
Right when you’ve cleared one basket of clothes and put them away, it is filled up again.
But enlist your little helpers and who knows, you might start enjoying folding time with
them involved.

Handy Hint #3 - “The Different Homes of Toy Clutter”
A room can go from pristine to the aftermath of ‘Hurricane Play’ in a matter of minutes
when the kids decide to pull out their Legos, favorite books, building blocks, play dough
and dolls. But instead of picking up after them, teach your kids that each thing has a
‘home’ and that after it has been played with it should be returned to its rightful home.

President

Ed Kosiur

377-8810

Vice President

Lou Grasso

374-1623

Treasurer

Ann Sturges

377-6678

Recording Secretary

Rose Harrell

346-4665

District Vice Presidents:
East District

Terry VanValkenburgh

370-5803

West District

Jim LaPointe

377-2092

Committee Chairpersons:
Newsletter / Woodlawn Park

Spero Zoulas

331-0929

Newsletter Ads

Cole Denning

227-4085

Woodlawn Preserve

Janet Chen

210-5439

Social/Refreshment

Mary Roy

374-2821

Welcoming

Camy Wyckoff

370-5311

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these officers
or committees, call them or mail:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304

MEETING SCHEDULE ~ 2016
General Neighborhood Association meeting - 4th Wednesday of
every month at 7 PM @ the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748
State Street. (No general meeting in Aug/Dec/Jan)
Woodlawn Park & Woodlawn Preserve committee meetings 4th Wednesday of every month @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street).

Meetings start at 6 PM.
beautifulhomedrapes@gmail.com
Facebook: BeautifulHomeDrapes

www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
17

Woodlawn rocks the turnout at this year’s
Annual Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
to benefit Woodlawn Park

9

The community comes together at the 2016 Pasta Dinner Fundraiser

Terry Van Valkenburgh

~ Volunteers and supporters ~
~ Councilwoman, Marion Porterfield, addresses attendees ~

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

(518) 374-6188
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Fifth Annual Ziti & Meatball Dinner takes Woodlawn to New Heights
On the heals of our very successful playground build campaign, the Woodlawn Park
Redevelopment committee held its 5th annual pasta dinner fundraiser to benefit the
park’s next campaign - the resurfacing of the basketball court and addition new exercise stations to compliment the park’s recreational offerings to the community. This
year’s event was record breaking! More than 300 people from all over the city came
out to help the park raise more funds for our next initiative and we took in more than
$3,400 during the evening! The evening featured great times shared with neighbors,
friends and local leaders and highlighted the contributions of all the volunteers who
work tirelessly to make the park and Woodlawn community a better place to live. Pictures of the event are featured in this edition - compliments of Sid Brown and Chad
Putman.
So now we move onto 2016…
We have begun the planning for the repaving/surfacing of the basketball court. Thanks
to a grant from The Schenectady Foundation (and some others in the pipeline) as well as
our fundraised dollars, we are looking to have the court project, with replaced fencing
and handicap ramps, completed in the springtime. We’ll also be incorporating exercise
stations for a more well-rounded offering of recreational amenities for park visitors.

Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons School
The 42 graduating seniors from the Class of 2014 earned over
$5.1 million in Scholarships and Grants

Tours
available daily
8:00am - 2:30pm
call for an appointment
2600 Albany Street, Schenectady, NY (518) 393-3131
Visit us on the web: www.nd-bg.org

Our annual Spring cleanup event is around the corner - event announcement will be
posted to our facebook page and the Woodlawn Email newsletter, which you can sign up
for at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org.
With spring soon approaching, that means it’s almost time for our Annual Garage Sale
to benefit the Park. If you have any household items you’d like to donate, we’ll take
them! We’ll be holding our donation drop-off days at the park Friday and Saturday,
May 6th (5:30-7:30 pm) and 7th (10 am - 2 pm). The garage sale at the park will occur the following weekend, coinciding with the Woodlawn Community Garage Sale
(SAT-SUN, May 14th & 15th).
A big thank you to one of our Woodlawn businesses - Plaine’s Bike. They donated
$200 to the park! Please check out this great locally owned store.
Would you like to sign up for our Adopt-A-Park program or come by to volunteer at one
of our cleanup or event days? Email us at WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com.
Once again...thank you so much for your continued support,
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee
Facebook: WoodlawnParkSNY
WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com
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Notable Days for March & April...
March

April

13 - Daylight Savings (2 am)
17 - St. Patrick's Day
20 - Spring Equinox / Palm Sunday
25 - Good Friday
27 - Easter Sunday

1 - April Fool's Day
18 - Income taxes due
22 - Earth Day (U.S.) / Passover
27 - Admin. Professionals’ Day
28 - Take Your Daughter to Work
Day

NEWSLETTER ADS
&
ARTICLES

2016
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1
Woodlawn—Central Park

March
4, 11, 18, 25
April
1, 8, 15, 22, 29
May
6, 13, 20, 27

District #2
Crosstown to Brandywine

March
7, 14, 21, 28
April
4, 11, 18, 25
May
2, 9, 16, 23, 31

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL:
Cwdenning@hotmail.com
Next deadline is
April 20, 2016
227-4085 for more info
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