THE WOODLAWN
CONNECTION

January / February ~ 2017
Annual Ziti & Meatball Dinner Fundraiser
BENEFITING LEATHERSTOCKING HONOR FLIGHT
Wednesday, March 1, 2017 ~ 5:30 - 7pm
Hibernian Hall ~ 1748 State Street
Advance Tickets on sale ~ See ad on p. 4

President’s Message ~ Woodlawn Park
The Golden Ear ~ Woodlawn Preserve
Westside Story ~ Community Highlights
SchenectadyRecycles ~ Household Hints/Tips
Advertisements & More...

Woodlawn Neighborhood Meetings - 4th Wednesday of the month
7 PM @ Hibernian Hall

FREE PUBLICATION
Recycle ~ Share With Your Neighbors
Please Patronize Our Advertisers
A Publication of

The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
www.woodlawnneighborhood.org

Where’s The Newsletter?
Get your FREE copy of

The Woodlawn Connection
at the following locations:

Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
Blue Ribbon Restaurant
Bumpy’s Polar Freeze
Calvary Tabernacle Church
Camillo’s Bistro
Dolce Vita
Fantastic Sam’s
Gallo’s Florist
G & M Auto
Grasso’s Barber Shop
Griswold Funeral Home
H&V Collision Center
Hibernian Hall
King Cork
Kingsway Community
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe
Lyle’s Hoagies

Marotta’s Pizza
Mavis Tire
Ming’s
Mohawk Progressive FCU
New Life Ministries
Plaines
Roc’s Hairstyling
Serendipity
St. Paul the Apostle Church
Stanford United Methodist
Church
Starbucks
Steve’s Barber Shop
Subway Shop
Uncle Sam’s Candy
Woodlawn T. Value Hardware
Woodlawn Library
Woodlawn Park

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”

1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!
Also available online at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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A special “thank you” to the Kingsway Community for once again hosting
our annual Holiday Dinner. Special thanks to Jean Barnowski and their staff
for a great meal followed by holiday caroling to our many fine residents residing at Kingsway. To see the smiling faces and sing-a-long throughout the evening was most enjoyable. The only thing lacking was snow.

A co-ed, independent school offering an individualized curriculum
and STEAM* courses for students in Nursery to 8th Grade. Tour
our school and find out why our students love to learn at Brown!

Now Enrolling for Fall 2017
150 Corlaer Avenue
518-370-0366
www.brownschool.org
* Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math

Speaking of snow or lack of, our hopes are we continue to lead by example
and offer our senior neighbors your time in helping clear their sidewalks and
driveways from that dreaded snow fall that is certainly on its way. It is always
a nice way of saying “Welcome To Woodlawn”.
Another “thank you” to the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Ladies Auxiliary
for hosting Breakfast with Santa on December 10. Over 225 youth from the
SSCCORE Summer Camp and family members enjoyed an all you can eat
buffet along with a visit from Ol’ St. Nick himself. Toys For Tots, The
Schenectady City Fire Dept. and the Schenectady County Youth Bureau
were sponsors as well.
Please note, that the Annual Pasta Dinner will be held on Wednesday,
March 1, 2017 (see dinner flier on next page). This year we have partnered
with the Leatherstocking Honor Flight to share the proceeds of this fundraising event! If you are interested in volunteering, please call or email me
today, Ekosiur@verizon.net
Reminder, our association meetings are now on the fourth Wednesday of
each month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location—Ancient Order of
Hibernians Hall, 1748 State Street.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home,
377-8810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
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The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

the WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
invites you to our

ANNUAL ZITI & MEATBALL
DINNER FUNDRAISER
to benefit

Leatherstocking Honor Flight

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 ~ 5:30 - 7pm
LOCATION: Hibernian Hall ~ 1748 State Street

Advance Tickets: $8 / Children 12 & under: $5 / At the Door: $10
Purchase your advance tickets at Grasso's Barber Shop - 2506 Albany
Street/346-6775 or call/email Ed Kosiur – 377-8810/Ekosiur@verizon.net

The new motor vehicle office located in the old IHop on State Street will be opening
in September - October 2017. Work to renovate the building will begin in early
spring. The DMV will be located on the right hand side of the building and the left
hand side will be a very good place for a senior citizen center. If you agree, please
call any of the following people:
Mayor Gary McCarthy: 382-5000
City Council President Leesa Perazzo: 334-1346
Councilman Ed Kosiur: 986-5238
Councilman Vince Riggi: 377-8326
Councilman John Mootooveren: 374-4574
Councilwoman Marion Porterfield: 346-2573
Councilman John Polimeni: 393-9693
Councilwomen Karen Zalewski-Wildzunas: 858-4719
New to the Woodlawn Plaza is a new business is called Medical Care Dialysis Center. It is right across the street from Wedekind Motors.
Traffic Tip - The quickest way across State Street from Consaul Road is by way of
Eastholm Road. The traffic light to State Street is set to change from red to green in
10 seconds, provided you drive over the two markers in the road. Traffic will stop
in both directions and if you need to proceed to Albany Street, you have a clear and
safe passage to take a left while the State Street light is red.
The weather is very cold, so let’s all remember to bring your pets inside. Also,
please pick up after them when on walks.
That’s it for now folks, and I’ll be listening.
John Rose

Dinner includes: ziti & meatballs, Perreca's bread, salad, desserts and beverages

TAKE OUT ALSO AVAILABLE

Exciting Auction Item Raffle...50/50 Raffle...Pictures/Slideshow of
Leatherstocking Honor Flight(s)...and great company!
Your donation will help transport local Veterans to Washington, D.C. to visit THEIR memorials.

Your Support Keeps These Trips Completely Free for the Veterans!
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel

Woodlawn Park gets a brand

Season’s Greetings from Western Woodlawn. This is the time of year to reflect on our
quality of life including our physical wellbeing. As such, I’m including some useful information from our Fire Department’s city of Schenectady web page.

Special thanks to the City of Schenectady and Trustco Bank!






NEW PARKING LOT!!

For fires or medical emergencies call 911 immediately.
Here are their listed symptoms of a Heart Attack:
~ Most heart attacks involve discomfort in the center of the chest that lasts
for more than a few minutes, or goes away and comes back. The discomfort can feel like uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness, or pain.
There may be discomfort in other areas of the upper body. This can include
pain or discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw, or stomach.
There may be shortness of breath. This is often associated with chest discomfort. There are other symptoms including: breaking out in a cold sweat,
nausea, or light-headedness.
Here are their listed symptoms of a Stroke:
~ This is usually associated with a sudden numbness or weakness of the
face, arm or leg, especially on one side of the body; sudden confusion,
trouble speaking or understanding. There may be trouble seeing in one or
both eyes; sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination. There may be a severe headache with no known cause.

Here are some other interesting facts about our Fire Department.
 Our Fire Department has a power boat used to respond to emergencies on the
Mohawk River.
 They also have a row boat for flooding evacuation and Central Park’s Iroquois
Lake emergencies.
 They still rescue animals from trees.
And by the way, there are no approved outdoor wood burning receptacles allowed in the
city. For additional information, please access our Fire Department’s link listed in
www.cityofschenectady.com.
Till next time….
The Woodlawn Branch of Schenectady Libraries
2 Sanford Street
518.386.2248
M: 10 am - 5 pm
T-TH: 1 pm - 7 pm
SAT: 1 pm - 5 pm
Closed on Fridays & Sundays
To see what events are going on at this and other
Schenectady public libraries, go to:
http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/events.cfm?curOrg=SCNY
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Mohawk Progressive Federal
Credit Union
1760 State Street, Schenectady
www.mohawkprogressivefcu.com
(518) 372-0828









NO FEE Checking
FREE Online Banking & Electronic Bill Pay
VISA® Credit and ATM/Debit Cards
FULL Service Mortgage Department
COMPETITIVE Home Equity Loan Rates
GREAT Rates for Auto/Truck/RV/Motorcycle/
Boat Loans—As Low As 1.49%
FULL Family Membership
FRIENDLY Personalized Service
And Much More…

StartProgressive
The Year Off
Right Credit
With An
Mohawk
Federal
Union
“Where
You AreAt
More
Than Just
A Bank Account
Account
Mohawk
Progressive
FCU. Number…..You’re A Member!”
We’re Here To Help With All Your
All
are welcome.
Financial
Needs.
Stop by or call to find out about opening
Holiday Loans
Available
Untiltoday!
January 31, 2017.
your
account
Mohawk Progressive Federal Credit Union
“Where You Are More Than Just A Bank Account
Number…..You’re A Member!”

All are welcome.
Stop by or call to find
out about opening
your account today!

Officers:
President

Ed Kosiur

377-8810

Vice President

Lou Grasso

374-1623

Treasurer

Ann Sturges

377-6678

Recording Secretary

Rose Harrell

346-4665

District Vice Presidents:
East District

Terry VanValkenburgh

370-5803

West District

Jim LaPointe

377-2092

Committee Chairpersons:
Newsletter / Woodlawn Park

Spero Zoulas

331-0929

Newsletter Ads

Cole Denning

227-4085

Woodlawn Preserve

Janet Chen

210-5439

Social/Refreshment

Mary Roy

374-2821

Welcoming

Camy Wyckoff

370-5311

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these officers
or committees, call them or mail:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304

MEETING SCHEDULE ~ 2016
General Neighborhood Association meeting - 4th Wednesday of
every month at 7 PM @ the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748
State Street. (No general meeting in Aug/Dec/Jan)
Woodlawn Park & Woodlawn Preserve committee meetings 4th Wednesday of every month @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street).

Meetings start at 6 PM.

www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
19

Grasso’s Barber Shop
2506 Albany Street / Corner of Route 7
346-6775
$15.00 Haircut
$8.00 Edge Up

Store Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM
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Keep Recycling Successful,
Woodlawn
Ways to help Our Environment and…Make
Single-Stream Recycling Easy










Remember to take reusable shopping bags to the store
Return clean and dry plastic grocery bags that you don’t need
Save a few plastic bags, though, in each shopping tote
Wash out cans and bottles before recycling—labels and lids on, and
unflattened
Save returnable bottles and cans and redeem for a deposit
Schenectady regulations call for trash in clear or white bags in a trash
can - no black bags tossed on the curb, please
Flatten, stack and tie larger pieces of cardboard and place next to your
recycling bin on garbage day
Remember to place trash and recycling bins at the curb the night before
pick-up
See other resources for textiles, hazardous waste, electronic waste,
demolition materials, etc. January is a perfect time to join the County
Facility, as membership runs for the year - Jan. to Jan.

Thanks for all you do to help!

Share your ideas and stories!
schenectadyrecycles@gmail.com
Roberta Farrell, chair of Schenectady Recycles!
Committee of ECOS: the Environmental Clearinghouse
www.ecosny.org
City Hall has green stickers and single-stream information!
www.cityofschenectady.com
Find more information on recycling at www.schenectadycounty.com/recycling

Public Safety Notice
In case of emergency, call 911…
Officer Dane Flavin patrols the Woodlawn
neighborhood from 4 pm to Midnight.
Please email non-emergency questions/concerns to Officer Flavin at
dflavin@schenectadypd.com

HAM AND SCALLOPED POTATO DINNER
ST. PAUL’S PARISH CENTER
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2017 ~ 4PM – 7PM
Contacts:
Sue Mackey ~ 346-7050
Joyce Makara ~ 374-2193
MENU
Ham and Scalloped Potatoes ~ Vegetable ~ Dessert ~ Beverages
Costs
Adults - $12.00
5 to 12 - $8.00
Under 5 – Free
Seniors with Cards - $10.00
Take outs is Available
All Proceeds will go to St. Vincent De Paul’s Food Pantry

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) helps
low-income residents and seniors pay the cost of heating their homes.
HEAP may be able to help you if you heat your home with:
~ Electricity ~ Natural Gas ~Oil ~ Coal ~Propane
~ Wood/Wood Pellets ~ Kerosene ~ Corn
If you are eligible, you may receive one regular HEAP benefit per program
year and could also be eligible for emergency HEAP benefits if you are in
danger of running out of fuel or having your utility service shut off.
All Schenectady County Public Library locations have pre-printed forms on
hand for your HEAP needs. To print your copy at home,
go to: http://otda.ny.gov/programs/applications/3421.pdf
To learn more about the program, go to:
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#overview
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The Neighborhood Association Carols at Kingsway Community as part of its
Annual Holiday Dinner Event...Thank you to Kingsway for providing
a great holiday dinner and caroling event!

As winter begins we find ourselves reflecting on the past year - what we
have accomplished, and what new goals we have for 2017. Along with
warmer temps and bright sunshine we have much to look forward to in
the spring.
We had hoped that the projects we have been anticipating for so long
might have started, but we take some comfort in the fact that:
1) The city has completed the application for the funding for the survey
and submitted it to the DEC. As a reminder, this is a project that will
be funded by the $50,000 that Assemblyman Phil Steck was able to get
for us. That money is allocated through the DEC to the Albany Pine
Bush budget (which they then ‘carve out’) specifically for our use. Any
leftover funds after the survey cost will be put towards enhancing our
border security, as well as signage.
2) The mitigation project, which will include phragmites treatment and
removal, replanting native species to keep the phragmites under control,
the creation of a small wetland at the far end of the pond, and some trail
repair: the contractor has all permits and permissions in hand. We
hope to see this begin in the spring.
3) The handicapped accessible trail to the deck has been created, and is
only in need of blacktop paving. Thanks to the City of Schenectady for
doing this work.
In early January, I will meet with Chris Hawver, the Executive Director
of the Albany Pine Bush, to discuss our next goals and the possibility of
another $50,000 ‘carve out’ from the DEC. In addition to enhancing
our protective border security, we would like to get started on trail development with the help of the Albany Pine Bush Commission and our
own volunteers. Further details will be forthcoming in our next newsletter.
We hope to see you all at the Annual Pasta Dinner being held March 1,
2017. It will be a great night, and a nice way to welcome early spring.
If you see or hear anything unusual going on in the Preserve call the
Schenectady Police non-emergency number at 630-0911, or email nonemergency information or questions to Patrolman Dane Flavin dflavin@schenectadypd.com. The DEC can be reached at 1-877-457-5680
or call directly to our Region #4 reps Chris Valenty and Brian Wilson at
357-2047.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2017!
Janet Chen ~ Friendswp@gmail.com ~ 210-5439
9

Single Stream Recycling has
come to Schenectady!


Some Simple Life Hacks for the Family...
Handy Hint #1 - “Pet Friendly Reminders for our Canines”



Some human foods are very dangerous to a dog’s health and should never be
given to them, slipped under the table, or dropped on the floor. Here are 10 of
these foods: Onions & Garlic, Chocolate, Grapes & Raisins, Raw Eggs, Caffeine, Fatty/Oily Foods, Macadamia Nuts & Walnuts, Food Pits/Seeds, Sugary Foods,
and Small/Brittle & Cooked Bones.



Handy Hint #2 - “Kids and Pet Care”
Owning a pet can foster a sense of responsibility in kids. Here are some tips
on involving your kids: Create a pet feeding and walking roster...Positive
reinforce for care...Involve your kids in pet training... Let your kids pick their
pet...Turn dog walking into game to get your kids active...Teach your kids to
treat their pets by making delicious dog treats.



All recyclable material can be
co-mingled into one container
for collection.
Any containers still bearing a
Yellow or Blue recycling
sticker will still be picked up
until the resident obtains the
new Single Stream Recycling
sticker.
The new Single Stream
Recycling stickers are available at City Hall, Room 9.
Call 382-5144 if you have any
questions regarding Single
Stream Recycling.

Handy Hint #3 - “Dog not an option? What about…?”
If having a dog is not an option for your home at the moment, here are some
ideas of other pets to introduce in the home. Cats...Guinea Pig...Gold
Fish...Frogs...Hermit Crab...Hamsters.
To learn more about pet care or introducing pets to your home, go online
or visit your local pet store or library.

Rake Day
2016
Thank you
to all the
volunteers
who came
out to
Woodlawn
Park to
help rake
leaves and
store items
for the
winter
season!

beautifulhomedrapes@gmail.com
Facebook: BeautifulHomeDrapes
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Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons School
The 42 graduating seniors from the Class of 2014 earned over
$5.1 million in Scholarships and Grants

Tours
available daily
8:00am - 2:30pm
call for an appointment
2600 Albany Street, Schenectady, NY (518) 393-3131
Visit us on the web: www.nd-bg.org

Terry Van Valkenburgh

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

(518) 374-6188
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New Parking Lot at Woodlawn Park...Rake Day 2017
Just before the first snow of the season, Woodlawn Park hit another major
milestone in its redevelopment. The addition of a newly paved parking lot!
Thanks to the City of Schenectady in partnership with Trustco Bank, one of
the park’s major corporate sponsors, the old parking lot was torn out, a new
base was added, and fresh asphalt was rolled out; making the area level
throughout and appropriately pitched for better water runoff to storm drains.
New parking spot markings will be added this Spring.
Our annual rake day at the park was a great success! We had more than 20
volunteers who came out to make the work quick. More than 40 bags and a
trailer of leaves were raked from the park. Thank you to the neighbors of
Woodlawn, Union College students and Councilmen Vince Riggi for helping
us with the last clean up event of the year. We also brought in the grills, picnic
tables, benches, volleyball net and privacy fence meshing for safe storage.

Notable Days in January & February...
January

February

1st - New Year’s Day
5th - Nation Bird Day
16th - Martin Luther King’s Birthday
28th - Chinese New Year - It’s 4715!

2nd - Groundhog Day
5th - Super Bowl
14th - Valentine’s Day
20th - President’s Day
28th - Mardi Gras Day

Our committee will be working to get the final set up of the security camera
system complete. There will be five cameras installed on the building and they
will monitor the parking area, basketball court, pavilion and recreational areas
of the park. New signage will also go up as well. More details to come as we
near completion of this long-needed addition to the park.
Well, you may have been wondering - “When is the park dinner fundraiser?”
Having almost completed every one of the park’s redevelopment initiatives,
the committee is at a point where fundraising goals have addressed most of the
major targeted needs for the park. But our work is not yet complete and the
committee will still be fundraising! Our annual garage sale will continue to go
strong, and we will continue to add further enhancements to the park (e.g. softening features like shrubs and ornamental trees), exploration of enhanced
fencing options for increased privacy for neighbors, maintenance of park, the
installation of a swinging bench area, and other great projects. As well, we
will continue to make a push to address the last two main initiatives from the
park’s master concept plan - the renovation of the park building and addition of
a spray park area for kids. These last two initiatives will take time, but rest
assure, the park will continue to flourish as our committee continues the good
work. AND the hallmark dinner fundraiser in Woodlawn will continue...see
the ad on page 4 for details!
Please know it’s important we continue our efforts into 2017 with new blood.
We need more residents to help us. Whether on clean up days, project days,
picking up any litter or helping at a fundraising event, your help would be
greatly appreciated. Woodlawn Park has become one of the city’s nicest
places to visit for families and youth. We want to make sure this continues to
be the case. So, please consider joining our efforts. Like us to keep an eye out
on our facebook page (WoodlawnParkSNY) for upcoming events and clean up
days or email us at WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com to inquire further.
Once again...thank you so much for your continued support,
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee

NEWSLETTER ADS
&
ARTICLES

2017
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1

District #2

Woodlawn—Central Park

Crosstown to Brandywine

January
6, 13, 23, 30
February
6, 13, 21, 28
March
7, 14, 21, 28

January
9, 17, 24, 31
February
7, 14, 22
March
1, 8, 15, 22, 29

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL:
Cwdenning@hotmail.com
Next deadline is
February 20, 2016
227-4085 for more info
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